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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 
 

MYADVERTISINGPAYS(MAP), LTD.,  ) 
and Michael E. Deese, individually,  ) 
 ) 
 Plaintiff, ) 
  ) CIVIL ACTION NO. _________________ 
 v. ) 
   ) Judge _______________ 
TARATALKSTODAY.BLOGSPOT.COM, )   
JANE DOE AND ADDITIONAL  ) Magistrate Judge ___________________ 
UNKNOWN DEFENDANTS,  )  
   ) 
 Defendants. ) 
 

COMPLAINT AT LAW 
 
 Plaintiffs, MyAdverstisingPays(MAP), Ltd. (hereinafter “MAP”) and Michael E. Deese 

(hereinafter “Deese”), individually (hereinafter referred to collectively as “Plaintiffs”), for their 

Complaint at Law against Defendants TaraTalksToday.blogspot.com (hereinafter “TaraTalks”), 

Jane Doe and Additional Unknown Defendants (hereinafter collectively referred to as 

“Defendants”), state as follows:  

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1.   This is a diversity action brought in the United States District Court, Northern 

District of Illinois, Eastern Division, to enjoin the Defendants’ continuous defamatory and libelous 

statements posted on the blogging website TaraTalks, regarding MAP’s reputation as a company, 

and Deese’s reputation as a businessman.   

2.   This matter in controversy exceeds $75,000.00 exclusive of costs, interest and 

attorneys’ fees. 
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THE PARTIES 

3.   Plaintiff, MAP, was at all relevant times, an Anguilla international business 

company engaged in the business of online marketing and advertising.   

4.   While MAP has maintained a world-wide presence in the online advertising 

industry since its inception, at all relevant times, MAP conducted substantial business in the United 

States, and more specifically in the State of Illinois.  

5.   Plaintiff, Deese, was at all relevant times, a citizen of the United States and a 

resident of Harrison County, Louisiana.   

6.   Upon information and belief, the Defendant, TaraTalks, is an online blogging 

website owned and operated by Defendant Jane Doe.  Upon information and belief, TaraTalks 

operates out of an unknown location.  Upon Information and belief, the citizenship of Defendant, 

Jane Doe, is unknown.   

7.   Upon information and belief, the Additional Unknown Defendants are users and 

visitors of TaraTalks.  Upon information and belief, the citizenship of the Additional Unknown 

Defendants is unknown.    

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

8.   This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 

Section 1332.   

9.   The online nature of this case and use of a blogging website as the vehicle for 

defamatory language, has prevented the Plaintiff from knowing, with any reasonable certainty, the 

citizenship of the Defendants.   

10.   Therefore, for the convenience of Plaintiffs’ counsel, Plaintiffs’ have brought this 

case in the Northern District of Illinois.   
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11.   Venue is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1391(b)(2).  MAP’s online presence and 

activity within the State of Illinois dramatically decreased as a direct result of TaraTalks’ 

defamatory statements and growing popularity.   Therefore, substantial parts of the events and 

omissions giving rise to the claim occurred in the Northern District of Illinois.  

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

12.   On or about September 13, 2013, Deese, as CEO, created and incorporated MAP 

under the laws of the State of Mississippi.  

13.   MAP functioned as an online marketing and adverting company providing clients 

and affiliates, both foreign and domestic, the opportunity to earn a stable income by working from 

home.  

14.   MAP provides an industry proven strategy that allows website publishers to direct 

targeted traffic to their respective websites.  MAP offers this opportunity to every web merchant 

who desires additional web exposure. 

15.   MAP, has developed and registered an interactive website on the Internet at the 

domain name “www.myadvertisingpays.com.”   

16.   On or about March 6, 2014, MAP dissolved as a Mississippi corporation and 

reincorporated under the laws of Anguilla.   

17.   Since its inception, MAP has been forced to combat critics of the online marketing 

and advertising industry.  Up until the spring of 2014, most critics were relatively civil and merely 

expressed their beliefs and opinions on their respective personal internet profiles.  

18.   In or around April of 2014, the activity and hostility of the MAP critics grew, and 

MAP was forced to confront numerous blogging sites and online accounts viciously attacking 

MAP’s integrity as a business and the morality of its executives.   
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19.   In or around June of 2015, MAP executive Tony Booth, was responsible for 

addressing the increasingly inflammatory and libelous comments being posted on line.  

20.   Upon investigation, it appeared that the blog known as TaraTalks was the primary 

source of the libelous statements. 

21.   Upon information and belief, Jane Doe uses both the TaraTalks blog and Facebook 

account as forums to perpetuate lies regarding MAP and its executives.   

22.   Upon information and belief, Jane Doe also uses the aforementioned forums to 

encourage his/her online followers to defame MAP and interfere with its business practices in 

every way possible.  

23.   On or around June 19th, TaraTalks stated that his/her intent behind posting about 

MAP is to deter future clients and affiliates from joining MAP and to induce existing members to 

withdraw their affiliation with MAP.  See Exhibit A.  

24.   As TaraTalks gained more attention and followers, he/she initiated a campaign 

towards destroying MAP’s reputation and business relationships.  Id.    

TaraTalks and Online Supporters Interfere with London MAP Event  

25.   In or around June of 2014, MAP planned an event scheduled for July 4, 2014 at the 

Park Plaza Victoria Hotel in London, England. The purpose of this event was to provide potential 

MAP affiliates an opportunity to get to know each other and form a MAP community face-to-face 

as opposed to behind a computer screen.  

26.   MAP confirmed a reservation with the Park Plaza Victoria Hotel and deposited a 

payment of $1,600.00.  

27.   After securing a venue, MAP posted the event date, time, and location on its website 

www.myadvertisingpays.com.    
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28.   Shortly after posting the time and location of the event, the Park Plaza Victoria 

Hotel contacted MAP stating that they could no longer serve as the venue due to a high influx of 

harassment and negative publicity.  See Exhibit B.  

29.   The hotel representative also informed MAP that the name of the hotel and its staff 

members had been posted on various internet sites and that the hotel was receiving violent threats 

should they continue to host the MAP event.  Id.   

30.   Scrambling to find another venue, MAP subsequently booked the Cumberland 

Hotel in London, England for July 4th.   

31.   Again, MAP updated their website post with the new venue shortly after.  

32.   Almost immediately after posting the new location, MAP received an email from 

the Cumberland Hotel stating that they also could no longer host the event due to multiple 

complaints from unknown callers and threats to the hotel and its employees.  See Exhibit C.  

33.   For a third time, MAP attempted to find a venue for the event booking the Holiday 

Inn located in London.   

34.   Shortly after confirming availability at the Holiday Inn, MAP received an email 

from the hotel stating that they no longer had any availability.  Id.  A representative of the Holiday 

Inn informed MAP that the Cumberland Hotel contacted them regarding the MAP event and the 

controversy surrounding it.  Id.   

35.   After causing three hotels to breach contract with MAP, TaraTalks and her army of 

followers achieved their goal to sabotage the July 4th MAP event.  

36.   Since the July 4th event cancellation, TaraTalks and her army of followers have 

continued to contact venues hosting MAP events urging them to cut ties with MAP.  See Group 

Exhibit D and Exhibit E.  Consequently, TaraTalks and her followers have made it nearly 
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impossible for MAP to successfully schedule recruitment and community events for MAP 

members.   

MAP is Forced to Withdraw From United States Market 

37.   For the year of 2014 and beginning of 2015, MAP averaged Seventy-Five Million 

(75,000,000) “page views” per month in the United States and Eighteen Million (18,000,000) 

“hits” per month in the State of Illinois.    

38.   The term “page views” refers to the amount of online traffic and users visiting the 

MAP site that often times result in new MAP members and/or affiliates.  

39.   protection, security, band width, server space, virus prevention and other measures 

to ensure that the site visitors remain protected.   

40.   Throughout 2015 and as TaraTalks continued to attack MAP’s business practices, 

MAP experienced a severe decrease in activity not only in Illinois but nationwide.   

41.   MAP continued to track the decreased activity on its site in Illinois, and it became 

apparent that the cost of doing business, and the requisite protective measures to maintain the site 

grossly exceeded the total profits earned.  

42.   As a direct result of the low “page views” volume, MAP was unable to recuperate 

its operating costs.  Subsequently, MAP withdrew from doing business in the United States 

entirely. 

 COUNT I: Libel per se   

43.   Plaintiffs MAP and Deese restate and re-allege paragraphs 1- 43, above, as if fully 

set forth herein. 
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44.   Defendants have made numerous defamatory statements about Plaintiffs in 

violation of the Illinois Slander and Libel Act.  740 ILCS 145.   Such statements are addressed in 

detail in the above Statement of Facts.   

45.   Defendants’ statements are libelous and defamatory per se, because they directly 

attack MAP’s business practices and integrity as a corporation, as well as Plaintiff Deese’s 

morality as a corporate executive and founder of MAP. Van Horne v. Muller, 185 Ill. 2d 299 

(1999); Bryson v. News American Publications, Inc., 174 Ill. 2d 77 (1996); Tuite v. Corbitt, 224 

Ill. 2d 490 (2006). 

46.   Defendants’ defamatory statements were published when they appeared on the 

blog TaraTalks and the TaraTalks Facebook account, internet forums that upon information and 

belief are owned and operated by the Defendant, Jane Doe.   

47.   Defendants published the defamatory statements with the knowledge, expectation, 

and intent that the posts would be re-posted and forwarded on to a larger community of viewers. 

See Exhibit B and Group Exhibit D.  

48.   The statements published by the Defendants were in fact subsequently re-

published by various viewers of the TaraTalks blog and disseminated worldwide through other 

internet sources.  

49.   Defendants acted maliciously in the publication of the defamatory statements in 

that such statements were based on false claims of Plaintiff’s business practices and morality as a 

company.   

50.   The Defendants made such claims with knowledge that the statements ware false 

or with reckless disregard for whether the statements were true or false.  Dubinsky v. United 

Airlines Master Executive Council, 303 Ill. App. 3d 317 (1999).  
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51.   As a high volume website, MAP is required to expend significant costs on website  

52.   Statements made by the Defendants to the effect that MAP engages in unlawful 

and unethical business practices are blatantly false.  This is demonstrated by MAP’s recognition 

throughout the industry as one of the leaders in its field and its consistent ranking, year after 

year, as one of the most visited affiliate advertising sites in the world.  

53.   As a consequence of Defendant’s conduct, Plaintiffs have suffered injury to their 

reputation and have been exposed to public hatred, ridicule and financial injury.  Defendants’ 

statements have impeached Plaintiffs’ honesty, integrity, virtue and reputation as a corporation.   

 COUNT II: Libel per quod  

54.   Plaintiffs MAP and Deese restate and re-allege paragraphs 1- 43, above, as if fully 

set forth herein. 

55.   Defendants, have made numerous defamatory statements about the Plaintiff in 

violation of the Illinois Slander and Libel Act.  740 ILCS 145.   Such statements are addressed in 

detail in the above Statement of Facts.   

56.   Defendants’ defamatory statements were published when they appeared on the 

blog TaraTalks, a website whose domain name, upon information and belief, is owned by the 

Defendant, Jane Doe.   

57.   Defendants published the defamatory statements with the knowledge or 

expectation that the posts would be re-posted and forwarded on to a larger community of 

viewers.  

58.   The statements published by the Defendants were in fact subsequently re-

published by various viewers of the TaraTalks blog and disseminated worldwide through other 

internet sources.  
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59.   Defendants acted maliciously in the publication of the defamatory statements in 

that such statements were based on false claims of Plaintiff’s business practices and morality as a 

company.   

60.   Statements made by the Defendants to the effect that MAP engages in unlawful 

and unethical business practices are blatantly false.  This is demonstrated by MAP’s recognition 

throughout the industry as one of the leaders in its field and its consistent ranking, year after 

year, as one of the most visited affiliate advertising sites in the world.   

61.   The Defendants made such claims with knowledge that the statements were false 

or with reckless disregard for whether the statements were true or false.  Dubinsky v. United 

Airlines Master Executive Council, 303 Ill. App. 3d 317 (1999).  

62.   As a consequence of Defendants’ conduct, Plaintiffs have suffered injury to their 

reputation and have been exposed to public hatred, ridicule and financial injury.  Defendants’ 

statements have impeached Plaintiffs’ honesty, integrity, virtue and reputation as a corporation.   

COUNT III: Tortious Interference with Existing and Prospective Business Relations 

63.   Plaintiff, MAP, restates and re-alleges paragraphs 1- 43 above, as if fully stated 

herein.   

64.   Defendants, Tara Talks and Jane Doe, had knowledge of the Plaintiff’s, business 

as an online advertising corporation.   

65.   Defendants also had knowledge that Plaintiffs’ clients and affiliates have a strong 

presence on the World Wide Web and those affiliates frequent sites and blogs similar to 

TaraTalks.   
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66.   Defendants were aware that his/her posting of defamatory statements regarding 

the Plaintiff as a company and its morality while engaging in business activities would have a 

negative impact on the Plaintiffs’ prospective and existing business relationships.  

67.   In fact, the Defendants clearly state in numerous posts that his/her motive in 

posting false statements about said business activities was to deter potential MAP clients and 

affiliates from doing business with the Plaintiffs and sever existing relationships between MAPS 

and its clients and/or affiliates.  See Exhibit A, Group Exhibit D and Exhibit E.  

68.   Defendants intentionally and maliciously intervened with existing and prospective 

business relations by MAP without privilege or justification.   

69.   Publication of false statements by the Defendants has caused Plaintiffs to suffer 

injuries and damages including but not limited to lost profits, withdrawing from doing business 

in the United States, and negative publicity worldwide.  

COUNT IV: False Light 

70.   Plaintiff, Deese, restates and re-alleges paragraphs 1- 43 above, as if fully stated 

herein.   

71.   By recklessly alleging that Deese has partaken in fraudulent schemes and 

discrediting his service in the Unites States Military, as well as his disability resulting thereof, 

the Defendants portrayed Plaintiff Deese in a false light.  See Exhibit F and Exhibit G.  

72.   The false light in which the Defendants portrayed Plaintiff Deese would be highly 

offensive to a reasonable person.   

73.   Defendants had knowledge of or acted in reckless disregard as to the truth or 

falsity of the publicized matter and the false light in which Deese would be placed.  
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74.   As the result of so portraying Deese in such a negative light, Deese has sustained 

severe personal injuries including but not limited to irreparable damage to his reputation, loss of 

standing in the community, and injury to his professional reputation.   

75.   Defendants’ actions of so portraying Deese were reckless, outrageous, willful and 

malicious, warranting the imposition of punitive damages.  

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for the following relief:  

(a)  Judgment against defendants for damages in an amount to be determined at trial, together 

with interest;  

(b)  An injunction against the blog known as TaraTalks.com preventing her from spreading 

false statements about MAP and Deese;   

(c)  Attorneys’ fees;  

(d)  Costs of this action; and  

(e)  Such other relief as this Honorable Court deems just and equitable.  

 
Dated: April 6, 2016    Respectfully Submitted,  
      MYADVERTISINGPAYS.COM 
 
 
      ____/s/ Jonathan D. Herpy, Sr.____________ 
      One of its Attorneys  
 
 
Jonathan D. Herpy, Sr.  (ARDC#6311071) 
Hart & David, LLP 
360 W. Butterfield Road  
Suite 325  
Elmhurst, IL 60126   
Telephone: (630) 395-9496 
Facsimile: (630) 395-9451 
jdavid@hartdavidlaw.com   
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