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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS

EASTERN DIVISION
MYADVERTISINGPAYS(MAP), LTD., )
and Michael E. Deese, individually, )
)
Plaintiff, )
) CIVIL ACTION NO.
V. )
) Judge
TARATALKSTODAY.BLOGSPOT.COM, )
JANE DOE AND ADDITIONAL ) Magistrate Judge
UNKNOWN DEFENDANTS, )
)
Defendants. )
COMPLAINT AT LAW

Plaintiffs, MyAdverstisingPays(MAP), Ltd. (hereinafter “MAP”’) and Michael E. Deese
(hereinafter “Deese”), individually (hereinafter referred to collectively as “Plaintiffs”), for their
Complaint at Law against Defendants TaraTalksToday.blogspot.com (hereinafter “TaraTalks”),
Jane Doe and Additional Unknown Defendants (hereinafter collectively referred to as

“Defendants”), state as follows:

NATURE OF THE ACTION

1. This is a diversity action brought in the United States District Court, Northern
District of [llinois, Eastern Division, to enjoin the Defendants’ continuous defamatory and libelous
statements posted on the blogging website TaraTalks, regarding MAP’s reputation as a company,
and Deese’s reputation as a businessman.

2. This matter in controversy exceeds $75,000.00 exclusive of costs, interest and

attorneys’ fees.
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THE PARTIES

3. Plaintiff, MAP, was at all relevant times, an Anguilla international business
company engaged in the business of online marketing and advertising.

4. While MAP has maintained a world-wide presence in the online advertising
industry since its inception, at all relevant times, MAP conducted substantial business in the United
States, and more specifically in the State of Illinois.

5. Plaintiff, Deese, was at all relevant times, a citizen of the United States and a
resident of Harrison County, Louisiana.

6. Upon information and belief, the Defendant, TaraTalks, is an online blogging
website owned and operated by Defendant Jane Doe. Upon information and belief, TaraTalks
operates out of an unknown location. Upon Information and belief, the citizenship of Defendant,
Jane Doe, is unknown.

7. Upon information and belief, the Additional Unknown Defendants are users and
visitors of TaraTalks. Upon information and belief, the citizenship of the Additional Unknown

Defendants is unknown.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE
8. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C.
Section 1332.
9. The online nature of this case and use of a blogging website as the vehicle for

defamatory language, has prevented the Plaintiff from knowing, with any reasonable certainty, the
citizenship of the Defendants.
10. Therefore, for the convenience of Plaintiffs’ counsel, Plaintiffs’ have brought this

case in the Northern District of Illinois.
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11. Venue is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1391(b)(2). MAP’s online presence and
activity within the State of Illinois dramatically decreased as a direct result of TaraTalks’
defamatory statements and growing popularity. Therefore, substantial parts of the events and

omissions giving rise to the claim occurred in the Northern District of Illinois.

STATEMENT OF FACTS

12. On or about September 13, 2013, Deese, as CEO, created and incorporated MAP
under the laws of the State of Mississippi.

13. MAP functioned as an online marketing and adverting company providing clients
and affiliates, both foreign and domestic, the opportunity to earn a stable income by working from
home.

14. MAP provides an industry proven strategy that allows website publishers to direct
targeted traffic to their respective websites. MAP offers this opportunity to every web merchant
who desires additional web exposure.

15. MAP, has developed and registered an interactive website on the Internet at the
domain name “www.myadvertisingpays.com.”

16. On or about March 6, 2014, MAP dissolved as a Mississippi corporation and
reincorporated under the laws of Anguilla.

17. Since its inception, MAP has been forced to combat critics of the online marketing
and advertising industry. Up until the spring of 2014, most critics were relatively civil and merely
expressed their beliefs and opinions on their respective personal internet profiles.

18. In or around April of 2014, the activity and hostility of the MAP critics grew, and
MAP was forced to confront numerous blogging sites and online accounts viciously attacking

MAP’s integrity as a business and the morality of its executives.
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19. In or around June of 2015, MAP executive Tony Booth, was responsible for
addressing the increasingly inflammatory and libelous comments being posted on line.

20. Upon investigation, it appeared that the blog known as TaraTalks was the primary
source of the libelous statements.

21. Upon information and belief, Jane Doe uses both the TaraTalks blog and Facebook
account as forums to perpetuate lies regarding MAP and its executives.

22. Upon information and belief, Jane Doe also uses the aforementioned forums to
encourage his/her online followers to defame MAP and interfere with its business practices in
every way possible.

23. On or around June 19", TaraTalks stated that his/her intent behind posting about
MAP is to deter future clients and affiliates from joining MAP and to induce existing members to
withdraw their affiliation with MAP. See Exhibit A.

24. As TaraTalks gained more attention and followers, he/she initiated a campaign
towards destroying MAP’s reputation and business relationships. /d.

TaraTalks and Online Supporters Interfere with London MAP Event

25. In or around June of 2014, MAP planned an event scheduled for July 4 2014 at the
Park Plaza Victoria Hotel in London, England. The purpose of this event was to provide potential
MAP affiliates an opportunity to get to know each other and form a MAP community face-to-face
as opposed to behind a computer screen.

26. MAP confirmed a reservation with the Park Plaza Victoria Hotel and deposited a
payment of $1,600.00.

217. After securing a venue, MAP posted the event date, time, and location on its website

www.myadvertisingpays.com.
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28. Shortly after posting the time and location of the event, the Park Plaza Victoria
Hotel contacted MAP stating that they could no longer serve as the venue due to a high influx of
harassment and negative publicity. See Exhibit B.

29. The hotel representative also informed MAP that the name of the hotel and its staff
members had been posted on various internet sites and that the hotel was receiving violent threats
should they continue to host the MAP event. Id.

30. Scrambling to find another venue, MAP subsequently booked the Cumberland
Hotel in London, England for July 4™

31. Again, MAP updated their website post with the new venue shortly after.

32. Almost immediately after posting the new location, MAP received an email from
the Cumberland Hotel stating that they also could no longer host the event due to multiple
complaints from unknown callers and threats to the hotel and its employees. See Exhibit C.

33. For a third time, MAP attempted to find a venue for the event booking the Holiday
Inn located in London.

34. Shortly after confirming availability at the Holiday Inn, MAP received an email
from the hotel stating that they no longer had any availability. /d. A representative of the Holiday
Inn informed MAP that the Cumberland Hotel contacted them regarding the MAP event and the
controversy surrounding it. /d.

35. After causing three hotels to breach contract with MAP, TaraTalks and her army of
followers achieved their goal to sabotage the July 4™ MAP event.

36. Since the July 4™ event cancellation, TaraTalks and her army of followers have
continued to contact venues hosting MAP events urging them to cut ties with MAP. See Group

Exhibit D and Exhibit E. Consequently, TaraTalks and her followers have made it nearly
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impossible for MAP to successfully schedule recruitment and community events for MAP
members.

MAP is Forced to Withdraw From United States Market

37. For the year of 2014 and beginning of 2015, MAP averaged Seventy-Five Million
(75,000,000) “page views” per month in the United States and Eighteen Million (18,000,000)
“hits” per month in the State of Illinois.

38. The term “page views” refers to the amount of online traffic and users visiting the
MAP site that often times result in new MAP members and/or affiliates.

39. protection, security, band width, server space, virus prevention and other measures
to ensure that the site visitors remain protected.

40. Throughout 2015 and as TaraTalks continued to attack MAP’s business practices,
MAP experienced a severe decrease in activity not only in Illinois but nationwide.

41. MAP continued to track the decreased activity on its site in Illinois, and it became
apparent that the cost of doing business, and the requisite protective measures to maintain the site
grossly exceeded the total profits earned.

42. As a direct result of the low “page views” volume, MAP was unable to recuperate

its operating costs. Subsequently, MAP withdrew from doing business in the United States

entirely.
COUNT I: Libel per se
43. Plaintiffs MAP and Deese restate and re-allege paragraphs 1- 43, above, as if fully
set forth herein.
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44. Defendants have made numerous defamatory statements about Plaintiffs in
violation of the Illinois Slander and Libel Act. 740 ILCS 145. Such statements are addressed in
detail in the above Statement of Facts.

45. Defendants’ statements are libelous and defamatory per se, because they directly
attack MAP’s business practices and integrity as a corporation, as well as Plaintiff Deese’s
morality as a corporate executive and founder of MAP. Van Horne v. Muller, 185 111. 2d 299
(1999); Bryson v. News American Publications, Inc., 174 111. 2d 77 (1996); Tuite v. Corbitt, 224
I11. 2d 490 (2006).

46. Defendants’ defamatory statements were published when they appeared on the
blog TaraTalks and the TaraTalks Facebook account, internet forums that upon information and
belief are owned and operated by the Defendant, Jane Doe.

47. Defendants published the defamatory statements with the knowledge, expectation,
and intent that the posts would be re-posted and forwarded on to a larger community of viewers.
See Exhibit B and Group Exhibit D.

48. The statements published by the Defendants were in fact subsequently re-
published by various viewers of the TaraTalks blog and disseminated worldwide through other
internet sources.

49. Defendants acted maliciously in the publication of the defamatory statements in
that such statements were based on false claims of Plaintiff’s business practices and morality as a
company.

50. The Defendants made such claims with knowledge that the statements ware false
or with reckless disregard for whether the statements were true or false. Dubinsky v. United

Airlines Master Executive Council, 303 111. App. 3d 317 (1999).
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51. As a high volume website, MAP is required to expend significant costs on website

52. Statements made by the Defendants to the effect that MAP engages in unlawful
and unethical business practices are blatantly false. This is demonstrated by MAP’s recognition
throughout the industry as one of the leaders in its field and its consistent ranking, year after
year, as one of the most visited affiliate advertising sites in the world.

53. As a consequence of Defendant’s conduct, Plaintiffs have suffered injury to their
reputation and have been exposed to public hatred, ridicule and financial injury. Defendants’
statements have impeached Plaintiffs’ honesty, integrity, virtue and reputation as a corporation.

COUNT II: Libel per guod

54. Plaintiffs MAP and Deese restate and re-allege paragraphs 1- 43, above, as if fully
set forth herein.
55. Defendants, have made numerous defamatory statements about the Plaintiff in

violation of the Illinois Slander and Libel Act. 740 ILCS 145. Such statements are addressed in
detail in the above Statement of Facts.

56. Defendants’ defamatory statements were published when they appeared on the
blog TaraTalks, a website whose domain name, upon information and belief, is owned by the
Defendant, Jane Doe.

57. Defendants published the defamatory statements with the knowledge or
expectation that the posts would be re-posted and forwarded on to a larger community of
viewers.

58. The statements published by the Defendants were in fact subsequently re-
published by various viewers of the TaraTalks blog and disseminated worldwide through other

internet sources.
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59. Defendants acted maliciously in the publication of the defamatory statements in
that such statements were based on false claims of Plaintiff’s business practices and morality as a
company.

60. Statements made by the Defendants to the effect that MAP engages in unlawful
and unethical business practices are blatantly false. This is demonstrated by MAP’s recognition
throughout the industry as one of the leaders in its field and its consistent ranking, year after
year, as one of the most visited affiliate advertising sites in the world.

61. The Defendants made such claims with knowledge that the statements were false
or with reckless disregard for whether the statements were true or false. Dubinsky v. United
Airlines Master Executive Council, 303 111. App. 3d 317 (1999).

62. As a consequence of Defendants’ conduct, Plaintiffs have suffered injury to their
reputation and have been exposed to public hatred, ridicule and financial injury. Defendants’
statements have impeached Plaintiffs’ honesty, integrity, virtue and reputation as a corporation.

COUNT 1lI: Tortious Interference with Existing and Prospective Business Relations

63. Plaintiff, MAP, restates and re-alleges paragraphs 1- 43 above, as if fully stated
herein.
64. Defendants, Tara Talks and Jane Doe, had knowledge of the Plaintiff’s, business

as an online advertising corporation.
65. Defendants also had knowledge that Plaintiffs’ clients and affiliates have a strong
presence on the World Wide Web and those affiliates frequent sites and blogs similar to

TaraTalks.
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66. Defendants were aware that his/her posting of defamatory statements regarding
the Plaintiff as a company and its morality while engaging in business activities would have a
negative impact on the Plaintiffs’ prospective and existing business relationships.

67. In fact, the Defendants clearly state in numerous posts that his/her motive in
posting false statements about said business activities was to deter potential MAP clients and
affiliates from doing business with the Plaintiffs and sever existing relationships between MAPS
and its clients and/or affiliates. See Exhibit A, Group Exhibit D and Exhibit E.

68. Defendants intentionally and maliciously intervened with existing and prospective
business relations by MAP without privilege or justification.

69. Publication of false statements by the Defendants has caused Plaintiffs to suffer
injuries and damages including but not limited to lost profits, withdrawing from doing business
in the United States, and negative publicity worldwide.

COUNT 1V: False Light

70. Plaintiff, Deese, restates and re-alleges paragraphs 1- 43 above, as if fully stated
herein.
71. By recklessly alleging that Deese has partaken in fraudulent schemes and

discrediting his service in the Unites States Military, as well as his disability resulting thereof,
the Defendants portrayed Plaintiff Deese in a false light. See Exhibit F and Exhibit G.

72. The false light in which the Defendants portrayed Plaintiff Deese would be highly
offensive to a reasonable person.

73. Defendants had knowledge of or acted in reckless disregard as to the truth or

falsity of the publicized matter and the false light in which Deese would be placed.

10
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74. As the result of so portraying Deese in such a negative light, Deese has sustained
severe personal injuries including but not limited to irreparable damage to his reputation, loss of
standing in the community, and injury to his professional reputation.

75. Defendants’ actions of so portraying Deese were reckless, outrageous, willful and
malicious, warranting the imposition of punitive damages.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for the following relief:

(a) Judgment against defendants for damages in an amount to be determined at trial, together
with interest;

(b) An injunction against the blog known as TaraTalks.com preventing her from spreading
false statements about MAP and Deese;

(c) Attorneys’ fees;

(d) Costs of this action; and

(e) Such other relief as this Honorable Court deems just and equitable.

Dated: April 6, 2016 Respectfully Submitted,
MYADVERTISINGPAYS.COM

/s/ Jonathan D. Herpy, Sr.
One of its Attorneys

Jonathan D. Herpy, Sr. (ARDC#6311071)
Hart & David, LLP

360 W. Butterfield Road

Suite 325

Elmhurst, IL 60126

Telephone: (630) 395-9496

Facsimile: (630) 395-9451
jdavid@hartdavidlaw.com

11
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| POSTS TOPAGE |

Tara Talks
Yesterday at 6:12pm &

Tt

! | Take Notice Scammers! We are organisad! We WILL
. disrupt your recruitment evenings! We WILL notify the
hotels/pubs etc of your activities! One for the good

guys tonight!l

et

Lau Lau
June 20 at 12:42pm &

i 1have put 2 lot of money in maps and took it away
. when | read your ... See More

EXHIBIT

_A
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From: Tony Booth <tonybooth64.tb@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 2, 2015 6:19 PM

To: ceomd@myadvertisingpays.com

Subject: Fwd: 4th July 2015 Event

This is the most recent Hotel cancelled
~———————— Forwarded message —————————
From: Simon Stepsys <simonstepsys@me.com:>
Date: Thu, Jul 2, 2015 at 2:25 PM
Subject: Fwd: 4th July 2015 Event

To: tonybooth64.tb@gmail.com

Cc: Mike Deese <ceoofmap@gmail.com>

Dear Tony,

This is the only email information the Hotel sent to me regarding the
cancellation.

However, I spoke with both hotel event managers on the phone at
length. Rob is the head
manager.

He said to me the hotel and staff names were printed all over the
Internet, and they had received
multiple THREATENING emails.

He also told me they did not what any negative publicity regarding
this event even though they
have no idea what the event was about.

When I asked for names and addresses of the haters, I was told that
under the data protection
they were not allowed give any.

I will also send a copy of the contract to you by separate email.
We also had the Holiday Inn Hotel cancel the event too.

So as soon as the hotel and location is published on the Internet the

multiple haters send threats
to the Hotel or meeting venue.

The hotel/venue panic, don't want the negative publicity and cancel
the event.

Any help or advice then please advise
Thank you guys for everything you do.

In 20 years of running hotel presentations I've never had this happen
EXHIBIT

B
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before.

Because of our huge success, the haters hate us even more. We must be
doing something right.

I'm more determined and committed than ever.
Thank you
Simon

Begin forwarded message:

From: Charlotte Culley <cculley@pphe.com>

Date: 2 July 2015 11:56:35 BST

To: “simonstepsys@me.com" <simonstepsys@me.com>
Cc: Rushena Pineda <rpineda@pphe.com>

Subject: 4th July 2815 Event

Good Morning Simon

Thank you for your time on the telephone just now and for speaking to
myself and Rob.

As discussed and explained on the phone, we have cancelled your event

for Saturday 4th
July under clause 10.1 of the event agreement terms and conditions.

We believe we

have explained our reasons in relation to the clause in detail.
We will process your credit card for a full refund shortly.
Regards

Charlotte

Charlotte Culley
Meeting and Events Sales Manager

Park Plaza Victoria London
239 Vauxhall Bridge Road
SE1 7UT London, United Kingdom

T: +44 26 7769 9761 / F: +44 206 7769 9767 /
cculley@pphe.com / www.parkplaza.com
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From: Tony Booth <tonybooth64.tb@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 3, 2015 5:42 PM

To: ceomd@myadvertisingpays.com

Subject: Fwd: LONDON Hotel that blocked MAP Events

Hotel MAP events cancelled due to Scam complaints
—————————— Forwarded message ————————

From: Simon Stepsys <simonstepsys@btinternet.com>
Date: Fri, Jul 3, 2015 at 3:93 PM

Subject: LONDON Hotel that blocked MAP Events

To: tonybooth64.tb@gmail.com

Cc: ceomd@myadvertisingpays.com, Simon Stepsys
<simonstepsys@btinternet.com>

From: Simon Stepsys <simonstepsys@btinternet.com>
Subject: Hotel info

Date: 3 July 2015 11:908:086 GMT+01:00

To: Tony Booth <tony@tudorrosewindows.co.uk>

Cc: "ceoofmap@gmail.com” <ceoofmap@gmail.com>

Dear Tony,

Richard, asked me to send you info on the hotels that won't accept our

booking as
below.

Cumberland Hotel for reasons they said negative publicity, multiple
complaints
etc.

Please send conference and event enquiries for the Cumberland

to mandesales.cumberland@guoman.cc.uk your enquiry will be responded
to by our Event Sales team.

In case of emergency relating to operations please call our operator
on 0871 376 9914 and ask for the

M&E Operation extension 7148 or 7141 for assistance.

Kind regards,

Edita Grigaliunaite

The contact I dealt with there is below. We run events here happily
for almost 18 months without
any issues.

Contact: Edita Grigaliunaite <edita.grigaliunaite@guoman.co.uk>

Edita Grigaliunaite | Senior Meetings and Events Sales Executive | The

Cumberland
Tel: +44 (@) 207479 3800| Fax: +44 (0)207479 3704

EXHIBIT

C
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Www . guoman. com

Based at The Cumberland | Great Cumberland Place, Marble Arch, Londan
W1H 7DL

Holiday Inn was next said all was fine then after I published the

Hotel venue after
the weekend all of a sudden they said they had spoke to the Cumberland

Hotel
about complaints and then they said all of a sudden they had no

availability until
end of August

Here is the info for the Holiday INN REGENT'S PARK LONDON

Dear Simon,
Thank you for your email.

Apologies for any confusion. As per my previous email, we have now

released the space,
therefore, this event is now cancelled and will not be allowed to go

ahead at Holiday Inn Londen
Regent's Park.

Once again, please accept my apologies for any inconvenience caused.

Regards,

Jose Tenorio | Meetings & Events Executive i London Cluster

The Manager is someone called "Tatiana"

Holiday Inn London Meetings & Events Sales

Bloomsbury | Regent's Park | Kensington Forum | Mayfair | Brent Cross
New Enquiries: 0207 341 3480| Direct: 0207 341 3431 | FAX 0287 341
3366

Website:www. londonacademymeetings. co.uk
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and last but not least

Park Plaza Victoria where I booked and PAID the hotel and as soon as I

published
the event in the evening on the Internet & in MAP Facebook Groups in

the
morning the HOTEL said they are cancelling our event due to multiples

of
negative publicity, threats to Hotel and Hotel staff names published

on the
Internet.

Dear Simon

Thank you for your interest at the Park Plaza Victoria London & for
your call today.

I am pleased to offer you the meeting space on first 6ption on
Saturday 4th July 2815. Please confirm if you want
us to hold the space for you.

Room Hire at £1,600.80 inc. VAT (reduced from £3,800.00 inc. VAT)

Inclusive of:
* Room Hire of the Edward Suite 4-7, this room can hold a

maximum of 200 delegates, theatre style

The offered rooms are located on the Conference Level B2 {Lower
Ground) that consist of:

* 10 flexible meeting rooms with Intelligent Lighting System
* Lobby for registration/refreshments
% Toilets {(including disabled toilets)

Please feel free to contact me should you have any further questions.
I look forward to hearing from you.

Kind regards,

Estrella Tomas

etomas@pphe.com
Meeting and Events Sales Executive
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Park Plaza Victoria London
239 Vauxhall Bridge Road
SW1V 1EQ London, United Kingdom

T: +44 207 769 9887 / F: +44 207 769 9767 /
etomas@pphe.com / www.parkplaza.com

This was posted by one of our Map Team James in out diamonds group
which
makes sense.

“The legal team of both Simon and MAPS should consider legal action.

In many
countries, the actions taken by the haters to interfere with hotels

are considered a
tort: intentional interference with a contractual relationship. That

should be
investigated.”

I hope all this information helps stop this campaign of hurtful
haters.

Anything else you need then please advise

Thank you

Simon Stepsys
97971 885560
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Case: 1:16-cv-04081 Document #: 1-1 Filed: 04/06/16 Page 14 of 16 PagelD #:25

g

My Advertising Pays - Scam
August 8 at 1:58pm - &

They are currenily at the Thistle Hotel, Marble Arch | understand
somebody has already called the police and talked fo the manager about
. the event taking place right now. 5

i
H

? m o
; '}"up Cﬁmments -

| j Mmha&E Bowe Just calied and spoke 1o Manager on 1}845 395532?
W51 August 8 at 2:33pm .

£ " Chns Smith What did they say? |
RN R R August Bat & t4pm

& Michael Bowe He admitted it was on, ami f informed him that they
- ¥ had been banned at cerfain other London hotels. 1 fold him all the
: 1 * . necessary information in relation 1o the Financial Conduct Auihnnty
R S {FCA}and the Pofice.l also mentioned the Australian and other i
e mvesngaﬁons into MAPS. o Sy

Ly 3 Aﬁgust& at6: 3*§pm Lo S

. Michael: Bawe The email | got earher was h:lanousfﬁ Anyane would
" think Stepsys was like Jesus feeding the 5000 by the bullshit report,
_be's sent outon'the meetmg Somy about al! those standing at the
I back and al these that couldn't make itiit Yea nght and p... See More -
i Yes!erday at 12.47am o
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